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1526, numbered nearly a thousand, whereas
neither the King's sister nor the Queen Mother of
France possessed as many as seventy ; and a State
paper of the period says that " in his family
there were one earl, nine barons and about a
thousand knights, gentlemen and inferior officers."
The feeding of such a household must have been
a costly business ; as a list of its requirements
reports, 430 oxen and 1,893 sheep were consumed
by it in a year. This was in an age when meat
was rarely eaten. That Wolsey's personal magni-
ficence was greater than the King's cannot be
doubted ; and the fact that this greater magni-
ficence extended to his households is proved by
some verses of Skelton's which have come down
to us.

Why came ye not to court ?
To whyche court ?
To the Kyngis Court,
Or to Hampton Court ?

The Kyngis Court
Should have the excellence ;
But Hampton Court
Hath the preeminence.l

The splendour in which he went abroad has
become one of the legends of history; and it
struck with its imposing wealth many of the
visitors to England. It was, however, the awful

1 Works oJSkelton, cd. Dycc, II. 29.